Homily for the Feast of St. Joseph
the Worker

The coronavirus pandemic that has gripped
most of the world is a crisis on so many levels
that very few parts of our society have been
spared its impact. Our own state has been one
of the regions in our country hardest hit, so
much so, that the things that have been, and
are, an ordinary part of our everyday life have
been put “on hold” in virtually every sphere of
endeavor, including our life in the Church.

As Catholics, however, our faith has not been
destroyed by this pandemic. Although
concern for public safety has caused us to
temporarily close our Churches, to live-stream
our Masses and prayers for the present, to
postpone our sharing the sacraments for the
time-being to prevent the spread of COVID 19
from harming more people, our faith in the
Risen Lord Jesus keeps our focus upon him
who “promised to be with us all days, even to
the end of time (Matthew 28:20).” We have
faith in that promise! We hold on to the Lord’s
words in John’s Gospel, “In the world you will
have troubles but take courage, | have
overcome the world (John 16: 33).” We have
faith in his encouragement, especially in times
like these.

In the face of universal challenges and
struggles, the Church offers us the opportunity
today to look to its universal patron — St.
Joseph — for guidance and courage ... for grace
and strength and hope. Today, May 1%, is the
Feast of St. Joseph the Worker and we
celebrate his feast livestreamed from the parish
that bears his name and special patronage, St.
Joseph Parish in Toms River.

Bai gidng Lé Thanh Giuse Tho:
ngay 1 thang 5*

Pai dich coronavirGt bao trim thé gioi la mot
cude khiing hodng nhiéu cap dé dén néi it noi
Nao trong xa hoi chiing ta khong bi anh huong.
Bang chdng t6i (Bang New Jersey*) la mot
trong nhitng khu vic & dat nuwée ching t6i
(Hoa ky*) bi dnh huong ndng né nhat, dén ndi
nhitng thir da va dang la binh thuong trong
cudc song hang ngay ciia ching t6i di phdai
“tam ngung” trong hau hét moi né lc, ké cd
nhitng sinh hoat trong Gidao hoi.

Tuy nhién, la nguoi Cong gido, dirc tin cua
ching ta khong bi dai dich nay huy diét. Mac
du lo ling cho sw an todn céng cdng, chiing ta
phdi tam thoi dong cwa cdac thanh dwong,
phét trwe tuyén thinh 1é ciing nhw Kinh
nguyén cua chung ta trong lac nay. Hoan lai
viéc thi hanh cac bi tich trong giai dogn nay
dé ngan chan COVID-19 lay lan gay tai hai
cho nhiéu ngueoi hon. Pike tin ciia chiing ta vao
Chua Giésu Phuc Sinh luén tdp trung vao
Ngai, Ddng “da hiva ¢ véi chiing ta moi ngay
cho dén tin thé (Mt 28: 20).” Chlng ta tin vao
loi hita d6! Ching ta tiép tuc nghe theo loi
Chula trong Phic &m Thanh Gioan, "Trong
thé gian, anh em sé phdi gian nan khon kh.
Nhung can dim 1én! Thdy da thing thé gian
(Ga 16: 33)."" Chung ta tin twong vao su dong
vién cua Nguoi, dac biét la trong nhitng luc
khé khan nhuw thé nay.

TruGe nhitng thir thach va chién ddu hodn vii
(todn cdu*), hém nay Gido hoi cho chiing ta
co hgi nhin dén Pang bao tro hean vii 1a chinh
Thanh Giuse dé dwoc huéng dan va can dam
lén... hau nhdn dwoc dn sung, swc manh va hy
vong. HOm nay, ngay 1 thdng 5, Lé Thdnh
Giuse Tho chiing ta mirng 1é ciia Ngai qua triec
tuyén tir gido xir mang tén NQai Véi s bdo tro
dac biét 1a Gido xw Thanh Giuse bén bo sdng
Toms.




The Feast of St. Joseph the Worker was
established in the Church by Pope Pius XII in
1955 to provide Catholics with a response and
alternative to “May Day” celebrations*...
Pope Pius XII reflected, “The spirit flows to
you and to all men from the heart of the God-
man, Savior of the world, but certainly no
worker was ever more completely and
profoundly penetrated by it than the foster
father of Jesus who lived with him in the
closest intimacy and community of family life
and work. If you wish to be close to Christ ...
go to Joseph.”

When we search the Scriptures, we find St.
Joseph present in the early life of Jesus:
betrothed to Mary; present at the Nativity; in
the home at Nazareth; at the temple in
Jerusalem. He spoke no words quoted in the
Gospel. He is called righteous and just. He
was identified as a carpenter, a worker. And,
yet, despite the fact that there is not an
abundance of biblical references to him,
Joseph’s prominent role in Jesus’ and Mary’s
life as their guardian and protector and
provider, earned him the Church’s attention
throughout history. Two feasts are assigned to
him in the Church’s calendar: one, as
“Husband of Mary” on March 19; the other —
today’s feast — as “the Worker.” Although
Joseph is silent in the Scriptures, his place as
the one who provided for his family speaks
volumes through the ages. It is fitting for us,
as Catholics, seeking to be close to Christ in
this time of need, to “go to Joseph” for his
protection.

The pandemic that has threatened the life and
physical health of so many in these past few
months has also taken its toll on our economy,
exposing working people to significant risk to
their livelihoods. Working women and men

Lé Thanh Giuse Thy duwgc DGH Pid XII thiét
Igp trong Gido hgi nam 1955 dé cung irng cho
nguoi Cong gido Cach hiwrong vng va ky ni¢m
song hanh véi ngay Quéc Te Lao Dgng*..

DGH Pié XII da phan dnh rang “Thanh lmh
tudn tran dén anh chi em va tdt cd moi nguoi
tir trdi tim Thién ChUa-Lam ngwoi, Ping Ciru
Réi thé gian. Nhung chic chin khéng nguoi
lao déng nao tham nhudn cach hoan hdo va
sau xa hon ngwoi cha nuéi cia Chiia Giésu
dd song véi NQuoi trong sw mdt thiét gan giii
nhit va dong hanh trong Thanh gia ciing
nhw trong céng viéc. Néu anh chi em muon
dwoc gan Chia Kitd... Hay dén véi Giuse.”

Khi tra ciru Kinh Thanh, ching ta thdy Théanh
Giuse hién dién trong cuoc doi ban dau cia
Chua Giésu nhu: dinh hon voi Me Maria;
hi¢n dién lic Chua giang sinh; séng trong
Thanh gia ¢ Nazarét, 1én dén tho
Giérusalem. Ngai khong noi loi nao trong
Phuc &m nhung Ngai dwoc goi la cong binh va
cong chinh. Ngai dwoc xdc dinh la tho méc,
cdng nhan. Mdc dui trén thuc té khéng cé nhzeu
tai liéu trong Kinh thanh vé Ngai, vai tré noi
bdt ciia Thanh Giuse trong cudc doi Chiia
Giésu va M¢ Maria vdi tw cach la ngwoi giam
hé, bio vé va cung ieng nhu cdu hang ngay
cho Thanh gia, da khién Ngai dwoc Gido héi
chi trong trong sudt lich sir. Hai ngay Ié duwoc
an dinh cho Ngai trong nién lich Gido hoi: mét
la ""Phu quan ciia Pirc Maria' ngay 19 thang
Ba; ngay kia la hém nay, & "Ngwoi lao
dong.” DU Thanh Giuse im lang trong Kinh
thanh, nhung vi tri cia Ngai la nguoi cung iing
cho Thanh gia da néi 1én nhiéu diéu qua cdc
thoi dai. Diéu ndy rat phit hop véi ching ta la
nguoi Cong gido dang di tim cach mat thiét véi
Chua Kitd trong thoi diém cdp thiét nay. Vdy
“Hay dén véi Giuse” dé dwoc Ngai che cho.

Dai dich de doa cudc S(fng va stec khée thé xac
cia nhiéu nguoi trong nhitng thang qua da gdy
thiét hai cho nén kinh té cua chung ta, khién
nguwoi lao déng gap khé khan ding ké doi véi
sinh ké hang ngay cia ho. Phu nit ciing nhw




have also been a casualty of COVID 19,
alongside of our sisters and brothers who have
died or continue to suffer. Those who are
fortunate enough to have retired, to have
maintained their jobs are quite aware of those
who have not been so lucky. Our country, our
state, our community of faith cannot help but
share and feel their pain.

On this feast of St. Joseph the Worker, I invite
all Catholics in the Diocese of Trenton to “go
to Joseph,” to pray for his intercession on
behalf of all workers — keep them safe and
healthy. With deepest compassion, “go to
Joseph” and lift up all who have lost their jobs
due to this virus and their families, praying that
this pandemic might soon end, and that their
safety and security might return. For all who
labor or seek to return to work, let’s together
offer this Eucharist on the Feast of St. Joseph
the Worker. Let’s go to him and beg him, in
turn, to approach Mary’s Son, whom he
guarded and protected as he grew. “Go to
Joseph,” so that Joseph, the quiet one, the
righteous one, the carpenter, the patron of all
workers, may lead us in our need to the heart
of the Lord.

Bishop David M. O'Connell, CM, JCD, DD
Diocese of Trenton, New Jersey, USA
May 1, 2020

nam gioi dang lam viéc ciing la nan nhan cua
COVID-19, cung voi nhitng anh chi em chlng
ta, nhitng nguoi bi thiét mang hodc tié}) tuc
chiu dung. Riéng nhitng nguoi may mdn da
nghi huu, duy tri dwgc cong viéc cua minh thi
ho ciing can y thirc vé nhu’ng nguoi chua duoc
may mdn nhw thé. Pdt mrde chung toi (Hoa
ky*), Bang chang téi (New Jersey*), cong
dong tin ngudng cia ching tdi khong thé
khéng chia sé va cam thong néi dau ciia ho.

Nhdén ngay 1é Thanh Giuse Tho ndy, téi Xin moi
goi tdt cd moi nguwoi Cong gido trong Gido
phan Trenton (Bang New Jersey, Hoa ky*)
“Hay dén vdi Giuse,” dé thay mat tat ca cong
nhan khdn xin Ngai cau bau va gm gitt ho dugc
binh an manh khée. Voi long trdc an sdu xa
nhdt “Hay dén véi Giuse” dé xin Ngai ndng do
tat ca nhitng nguoi da mdt viéc do con vi-rit
nay va gia dinh ho. Cau Xin dai dich nay sém
cham dirt @é sy an toan va binh an ciia ho sém
tré lai. Poi véi nhitng ai dang lao déng hodc
tim cach tro lai lam viéc, chung ta hdy cung
nhau dang Thanh 1é ngay Lé Thanh Giuse Tho
nay: “Hay dén véi Giuse” va cau xin Ngai dén
voi Con ciia Me Maria, nguoi ma Ngai da bdao
vé tir nho dén lon. “Hay dén véi Giuse,” dé
Giuse, nguoi lang thinh, nguoi céng chinh,
nguwoi tho mée, dang bdo tro nguwoi lao déng,
6 thé dan dwa chiing ta dén véi trdi tim Chiia
trong giai doan khdn thiét nay.

James & Joseph Ldp
01.05.2021

*’Ite ad Joseph” la loi vua Pha-rao bdo dan Ai-cdp
dang bi d6i khé hay chay dén xin Té phu Giuse ciru
giup. Ngay nay Giao hgi ciing kéu goi ching ta ‘Hay
dén véi Giuse’ dé khan Cau Thénh Cd cuu gidp trong
bat ciz hoan canh khdn cap hay khdn thiét nao.

*New York — New Jersey — Connecticut goi la Tam
Bang (Tri-State) thwong c6 nhiéu chiwong trinh chung.
*TP New York & TP Jersey duot goi la The Greater
New York (New York rgng mg).




